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persons in areas containing a high pro-
portion of low-income persons. 

(5) The neighborhood must not be one 
that is seriously detrimental to family 
life or in which substandard dwellings 
or other undesirable conditions pre-
dominate, unless there is actively in 
progress a concerted program to rem-
edy the undesirable conditions. 

(6) The housing must be accessible to 
social, recreational, educational, com-
mercial, and health facilities and serv-
ices and other municipal facilities and 
services that are at least equivalent to 
those typically found in neighborhoods 
consisting largely of unassisted, stand-
ard housing of similar market rents. 

(7) Except for new construction, 
housing designed for elderly persons, 
travel time, and cost via public trans-
portation or private automobile from 
the neighborhood to places of employ-
ment providing a range of jobs for 
lower-income workers, must not be ex-
cessive. 

§ 983.58 Environmental review. 
(a) HUD environmental regulations. Ac-

tivities under the PBV program are 
subject to HUD environmental regula-
tions in 24 CFR parts 50 and 58. 

(b) Who performs the environmental re-
view? (1) Under 24 CFR part 58, a unit of 
general local government, a county or 
a state (the ‘‘responsible entity’’ or 
‘‘RE’’) is responsible for the federal en-
vironmental review under the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and related applica-
ble federal laws and authorities in ac-
cordance with 24 CFR 58.5 and 58.6. 

(2) If a PHA objects in writing to hav-
ing the RE perform the federal environ-
mental review, or if the RE declines to 
perform it, then HUD may perform the 
review itself (24 CFR 58.11). 24 CFR part 
50 governs HUD performance of the re-
view. 

(c) Existing housing. In the case of ex-
isting housing under this part 983, the 
RE that is responsible for the environ-
mental review under 24 CFR part 58 
must determine whether or not PBV 
assistance is categorically excluded 
from review under the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act and whether or 
not the assistance is subject to review 
under the laws and authorities listed in 
24 CFR 58.5. 

(d) Limitations on actions before com-
pletion of the environmental review. (1) 
The PHA may not enter into an Agree-
ment or HAP contract with an owner, 
and the PHA, the owner, and its con-
tractors may not acquire, rehabilitate, 
convert, lease, repair, dispose of, de-
molish, or construct real property or 
commit or expend program or local 
funds for PBV activities under this 
part, until one of the following occurs: 

(i) The responsible entity has com-
pleted the environmental review proce-
dures required by 24 CFR part 58, and 
HUD has approved the environmental 
certification and request for release of 
funds; 

(ii) The responsible entity has deter-
mined that the project to be assisted is 
exempt under 24 CFR 58.34 or is cat-
egorically excluded and not subject to 
compliance with environmental laws 
under 24 CFR 58.35(b); or 

(iii) HUD has performed an environ-
mental review under 24 CFR part 50 
and has notified the PHA in writing of 
environmental approval of the site. 

(2) HUD will not approve the release 
of funds for PBV assistance under this 
part if the PHA, the owner, or any 
other party commits funds (i.e., enters 
an Agreement or HAP contract or oth-
erwise incurs any costs or expenditures 
to be paid or reimbursed with such 
funds) before the PHA submits and 
HUD approves its request for release of 
funds (where such submission is re-
quired). 

(e) PHA duty to supply information. 
The PHA must supply all available, rel-
evant information necessary for the RE 
(or HUD, if applicable) to perform any 
required environmental review for any 
site. 

(f) Mitigating measures. The PHA must 
require the owner to carry out miti-
gating measures required by the RE (or 
HUD, if applicable) as a result of the 
environmental review. 

§ 983.59 PHA-owned units. 
(a) Selection of PHA-owned units. The 

selection of PHA-owned units must be 
done in accordance with § 983.51(e). 

(b) Inspection and determination of rea-
sonable rent by independent entity. In 
the case of PHA-owned units, the fol-
lowing program services may not be 
performed by the PHA, but must be 
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